


Logline
A despondent young woman discovers blissful 
detachment after she chooses to become a vampire 
– only to discover that her new clutch is being 
hunted by their primeval, nihilistic ancestor.  

Logline



A depraved, vampiric world stirs to life in the tunnels 
below the neon haze of a Portland, Oregon goth bar. 
Lured into its seductive shadow is Ruby Capps, a young 
woman whose spirit is burdened by the failing health 
of her abusive mother. As Ruby grows empowered by 
the denizens of this underworld and sinks further into 
the enticing detachment they offer, she discovers that 
her new comrades aren’t the only creatures stalking in 
this darkness. A figure thought to be ancient myth may 
be more flesh than fairy tale, after all - and, with dawn 
fast approaching, he’s fixed his psychotic eye squarely 
on Ruby and her newfound clutch.     
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Ruby Capps

Kaleigh Macchio cast.

Ruby Capps
Caring for her dying mother has left Ruby 
Capps, an already unsure and unstable 
young woman, overwhelmed and looking for 
any way out. After a particularly devastating 
maternal interaction, Ruby retreats to a 
newfound place of solace, a local goth bar 
called, “The Midnight.” There, Ruby meets 
a set of enigmatic characters who offer her a 
choice that has as much power to invigorate 
her life as to destroy it. 

Kaleigh Macchio trained at Academy of 
Art University and Loyola in an advanced 
array of acting techniques. Most recently 
she starred in the feature film “Somewhere 
in Montana” alongside Graham Mctavish, 
which hits theaters this year.

Actor references, in addition to Kaleigh:  

Desiree Akhavan, Victoria Pedretti, Aya Cash



Richard Brake, Bill Moseley, Tony Todd



Oudinet de Villiers
Oudinet de Villiers, an accomplished violinist, became a 
vampire in pre-Renaissance Paris – and has been chasing that 
era’s enchantment ever since. As times and tastes evolved, 
Oudinet regressed. For many long years, he’s been stuck in 
the past and vicious toward anyone whose talent, he believes, 
might overshadow his own. 

Oudinet de Villiers

Actor References: Donald Glover, Leslie Odom Jr.



Driven by rage and a deep hatred of the human world, 
Ulf is, simply put, a chaos machine. Years of repression 
and regret have led to intense emotional distancing 
– and a secret longing for  someone or something to 
dislodge him from his persistent rage.

UlfUlf

Actor References: Aaron Tveit, Nicholas Hoult



His jet-black attire and thin frame may lead him to look the 
part of a vampire, but Vesago doesn’t quite know how to play the 
part. He’s searched for the mythic progenitor of vampire-kind 
for centuries, hoping they’ll reveal vampirism’s “purest form.” 
Vesago is single-minded, prone to worship, and delusional 
about both himself and his species.

VesagoVesago

Actor References: Alex Wolff, Dev Patel



Miloslava Milankovic
A tech goddess, multimillionaire, and fashion icon, Miloslava is a 
vampire like none other. Regular corporate interfacing with humans 
complicates the relationship Miloslava has to her prey - and other 
vampires have taken notice. To add yet more fuel to this fire, several 
years ago Miloslava married a human named Jhon, her company’s 
C.F.O. and long-time lover. Miloslava’s embrace of this human, as well 
as her advocating of a technocratic future for vampire-kind, challenges 
the authority she assumes in our band as the film progresses. 

Actor References: Florence Pugh, Amanda Seyfried

Miloslava Milankovic‘‘



 A vampire priestess, sexual deviant, and biblical myth, 
Salome is one of the older vampires in our cast – and she 
wants what she wants when she wants it. She is driven by the 
persistent need to be adored and can only feel at home when 
sucking the marrow out of every pleasurable moment. But 
this attitude has dark consequences and, before the film’s 
events have concluded, Salome will face them. 

Jhon’s acutely aware that his status as a human makes 
him socially both hunter and prey, but he doesn’t care. 
He hopes for but one thing: To every day earn the love of 
his vampiric wife, no matter the cost.

Actor References: Gaby Hoffmann, Alia Shawkat

Actor References: Eddie Cibrian, Diego Luna

SalomeSalomeJhon DiazJhon Diaz
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Setting
The film is set in Portland, 
Oregon. In this dreary city, 
we venture between the 
Capps’ home, a gothic bar 
called, “The Midnight,” and 
a vast series of underground 
chambers created both by the 
film’s central antagonist and 
the shadowy scores who do 
his bidding.

Setting



Special Effects
15 to Sunrise features no shortage of blood, intricate kills, and 
distinct character looks. And the effects team is committed 
to executing each of these aspects practically. From 
wounds, corpses, explosive blood effects, and life-casting, 
to sculpting, molding and application, the effects of this 
film will be curated to each character in order to create an 
immersive, vampiric experience that horror audiences are 
sure to love.

Special Effects



The film’s cinematography is very much 
inspired by the work of Benoît Debie, Sturla 
Brandth Grøvlen, and Jonathan Sela. We 
incorporate extended one-take sequences 
to build tension and immediacy (examples: 
Climax, Victoria, Long Day’s Journey Into 
Night). Our action sequences feature intense 
steadicam and handheld work that places 
the camera right in 
the thick of things. We 
punctuate this with quiet 
moments of slow push-
ins and lingering shots 
(examples: The Shining, 
Mandy, Hereditary) that 
inspire ill ease and 
foreboding. 

CinematographyCinematography



Why Now?
In addition to being a horror movie grounded in character and 

theme, 15 to Sunrise is a hyper-modern take on vampires as 

cultural commentary. The embedded metaphors in cinema’s 

vampires are broad:  Fear of immigration in Dracula, disaffected 

youth in The Lost Boys, sexism in Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 

bigotry in Underworld, religiosity in Midnight Mass and so many 

more. We offer to this tradition yet another metaphor for the 

cinematic vampire to embody: Detachment.

One of our film’s recurring themes is, “The more you drink, the 

less you feel.” In our world, the moment blood touches vampiric 

tongue, all emotion is replaced by but a single desire: To take 

more. In fact, the promise of this emotional detachment is the 

central feature that attracts our protagonist to vampirism in the 

first place. The classic positive attributes of the vampire are each 

on display (increased power, sensuality, persuasion, etc.) and 

all hold some allure. But ultimately it’s the promise of feeling 

nothing that pushes Ruby toward immortality. 

There are obvious correlations here between our vampires 

and the social dilemmas we face today. Every moment, we are 

bombarded by relentless distractions, each of which, when 

indulged, seem only to lead to further distraction. Worse yet, 

there is a gnawing fear that there are indeed vital things worth 

Why Now?
paying attention to in the world, 

real problems that need solving. But 

sadly, our more noble aspects are, the 

moment thumb tips reach touch screens, 

replaced by but a single desire: To take more. 

One antidote to this growing dilemma has been interest in 

returning to the, “Old ways.” We’ve seen rises in Neo-pagan 

spiritual practices, Cottagecore, Homesteading, and more. 

Each of these promises tantalizing distance from our modern 

woes. But even these largely fail to stem the surging tide set 

against us. As much as we might like to return to a nature 

more closely tied to our animal selves, there is no going back. 

And neither is there a way back for Ruby. Once changed, 

she cannot be unchanged. She is very much on the journey 

we’re all on - numbly wandering through a foreign and 

hostile landscape, disoriented and wittingly drawn forward 

by an all-powerful, Machiavellian force, yet unable to 

extract herself from the gravitational draw of momentary 

detachment. It’s the horror many face every morning, 

every second of every day, as the world draws nearer to its 

destruction and we, even with hearts desperate for more 

consequential action, continue only to take more.



Film  
Comparisons 
/Box Office

Budget: $35,000

  Opening weekend: $123,957

    Gross (US & Canada:) $339,463

       Gross (World:) $415,839

Budget: $4,500,000  

  Opening Weekend: $10,543,948

       Gross (US & Canada):     
                                        $40,842,944

           Gross (World): 
                                        $45,352,337

Budget: $60,000,000

  Opening weekend: 
                           $36,389,705

   Gross (US & Canada): 
                          $105,264,608

      Gross (World): 
                          $223,664,608Film  
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Co-writer/Director

Joel Austin
Joel Austin is a writer, actor, teacher, and 
content creator whose work has generated 
millions of views online. He teaches in the film 
and motion graphics departments at UCLA Ext., 
has worked with entertainment contemporaries 
like Hank Azaria and David Auburn, trained 
as an actor with Terry Schreiber in New York, 
and as a writer in the University of Tennessee’s 
Creative Writing Department under novelist 
Michael Knight. This is his first feature-film as 
a Co-writer and director. 

Co-writer/Director

Joel Austin



C0-writer

Robert Capron
Robert’s worked in entertainment as an actor, writer and 
independent producer since he was just eight years old. 
Highlights include starring roles in the Wimpy Kid film 
trilogy and Tim Burton’s animated Frankenweenie. He 
most recently completed work on The Muppets Mayhem 
as a writers’ assistant.

C0-writer

Robert Capron



Producer

Mikyla Bordner
Close attention to story is what drives Mikyla’s knack for 
producing. She’s produced more than seven films in the 
past year alone, including titles like Surplus Terminal, 
Real AF, and Rat Problem. She hopes to break ground by 
working on films that offer new takes on classic themes 
and celebrate a new, diverse era in film.

Producer

Mikyla Bordner



Special Effects

Trysta Kelley
Trysta Kelley is a Multimedia hair and makeup artist, 
specializing in special effects and blood effects. Starting 
FX makeup at age fourteen, thirteen years later Trysta 
has turned her hobby into a dream career. Working 
alongside this incredible crew, Trysta is excited to help 
bring director and co-writer Joel Austin’s bloody vision 
to (the after) life. 

Special Effects

Trysta Kelley



Contact

Mikyla Bordner- Producer

509-481-0539
m@mfilmsllc.com

www.mfilmsllc.com/15

Contact
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